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Introduction

Chances are that you purchased this book because either your landlord or your
roommates are giving you problems and you don't know how to fight back. This book gets down
to the nitty gritty of what your rights are in Ohio in regard to residential rental housing. It is
important to note that very little of this book is concerned with commercial tenants (defined as
persons who run a business out of the rental space rather than those who live there). This work
further does not cover rental arrangements outside of the State of Ohio, nor does it cover mini-
storage issues. Lastly, while many of the laws and cases cited herein are analogous to persons
who rent mobile homes, there is a different statutory section of the Ohio Revised Code that
applies to them, and there are some differences. This book is not addressed to them and should
only be used by them as a very general guide to their rights.

This book is organized along the same lines as the chronology of a typical landlord tenant
relationship; hunting for apartments, lease signing, move in, problems during the tenancy, move
out, eviction, and recovery of security deposit. This causes a lot of hopping around within the
various sections of the Ohio Landlord Tenant Act of 1974, but I decided that it was still the best
way for the layman to understand the law.

As you read through this book, you will notice a lot of references to college students.
This book is primarily focused upon college students who are in their first apartments after
getting out of the dorms. If that does not describe you, have no fear. The lessons in this book
apply to anyone renting anywhere in the State of Ohio. I focus upon the college students because
that is the area where there are the most abuses.

Landlords in the college and university areas tend to take advantage of students for many
reasons. Firstly, they know that most students lead a transient lifestyle, meaning that they move
often from place to place, either because they are transferring, leaving school, graduating, or
taking on a promising employment prospect in a far away state. These factors combine to make
it unlikely that many students will carry through on litigation against the landlord.

Secondly, most college students are without the resources to fight against the landlord.
Hiring a lawyer, even to find out what your legal rights are, can be expensive, and landlords
know that the kids don’t have the cash. But you will find in reality that there are lawyers out
there who will sit down in an office with you and review your situation for an hour for as little as
One Hundred Dollars ($100.00).

Thirdly, most college students do not have great experience in rental property, and they
don’t know when something is normal or when something is a rip off. Many college students
tend to be somewhat disorganized in their lifestyle and this can work to the landlord’s advantage
when the student can’t produce receipts for all of the rent that was paid under the lease or copies
of letters of complaint sent to the landlord about the conditions of the place.
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